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of crowns, and sometimes a million four hundred thou-
sand. Yet the collectors had not the right of buying the
leaf tobacco; they were obliged to purchase it from the
warehouses of the Maritime Company, by whom it was
sold at a profit of cent per cent. These collectors com-
mitted infinite vexations on the subject, to obtain a sur-
plus, with which it was necessary to come before the King
when they delivered in their accounts; otherwise, he could
neither find wisdom in their proceedings nor talents in
themselves. The King leaves the collectors their salaries
till they can be provided for, and this is humane; for the
change will affect not less than twelve hundred families.
But how will they find a substitute for this revenue? A
capitation tax is spoken of, and is certainly under deliber-
ation. The subjects are to be comprised in twelve classes;
the rich merchants are to pay twenty-four crowns; the rich
inhabitants twelve crowns; two crowns for obscure citi-
zens; and the peasants something less than two francs.
What a manner of beginning a reign it is, to tax persons
before property! In the collection of this odious tax,
which sets a price on the right of existence, the tobacco ex-
cisemen are to be employed. The capitation, however, is
somewhat softened by being paid by the family and not
by the head. But the proselytes to, and even the apostles
of, this project do not estimate the tax at more than two
millions of crowns annually; which sum is the product of
tobacco and coffee united, but which scarcely will supply
the deficiency; and those who understand calculation in
finance will be careful not to estimate a tax equally pro-
ductive in figures and reality. I am surprised that he
does not first gain a better knowledge of substitutes; and
that he should begin by operations which I have pointed
out as things to prepare, and should defer those with
which I thought he ought to commence.*

Heinitz, Minister for the department of the mines,
and president of the commission commanded to examine
the administration of General Wartenberg, warned no
doubt by universal clamor, has remonstrated to the
King that it is requisite to add some military men to

* The author doubtless alludes to his memorial, which will be found
at the end of this volume.man system,nberckel, etc., etc*, but among whomears. The day before he had cut off many thou-
